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William IIL's refugee regiments. (|n some affront he stabbed
Harley at this juncture.

The sycophancy of the court in paying homage to Abigail
Masham by way of propitiating the queen, greatly disgusted
her majesty, who confided her feelings on the subject to lord
Dartmouth. That nobleman had been deputed by the Tory
ministry to request the queen to make Abigail's husband,
Mr. Masham, a peer, as it was requisite for twelve to be created.
The proposition was very distasteful to queen Anne, who thus
replied to lord Dartmouth: " I never had the least intention to
make a great lady of Abigail Masham; for by so doing I should
lose a useful servant about my person, for it would give offence
for a peeress to sleep on the floor, and do all sorts of inferior
offices." But as Abigail was related to Harley as well as to lady
Marlborough, that rising statesman wished to lose the memory of
her former servitude to lady Rivers under the blaze of a peeress's
coronet; the measure was therefore persisted in, notwithstanding
the queen's sensible objections. At last, her majesty consented to
the exaltation of the humble Abigail, on condition that she
remained her dresser. Samuel Masham was gazetted as a peer of
Great Britain, December 28,1711. Their kinsman, Mr. Secretary
Harley. was created earl of Oxford; he was also lord treasurer.
Soon differences arose between him and lady Masham, who was a
devoted Jacobite. Perhaps her kinsman would have been so if
he had not been convinced of the impracticability of young James
Stuart as to his religion, and, what was worse to a financier, his
positive refusal to legalize, if restored, the enormous national
debt contracted by the Revolution.

Peace was the great object of Anne's change of ministry. The
envoys, Dubois and Mesnager, of Louis XIY. had been received
privately at "Windsor castle, at the close of 1711, in order to
discuss the difficult point of the indispensable cruelty to the
queen's brother, implied in his removal from Prance. Anne's
young sister Louisa, born there after James II.'s exile, died of the
small-pox before the preliminaries were finally settled. Queen
Anne expressed more giief, and so did the English people, than
would be supposed at this day, for it was generally considered
that if this young princess had married a Lutheran prince, her
religion would not have been so distasteful to the British nation
as Roman Catholicism in a king, and that she might have boon,
her sister's successor. Tet as she was as firm in her belief as her
brother, it was happy that the beautiful young Louisa Stuart was
taken from the evil to come. James Stuart was finally compelled
to retire from Paris to Avignon.